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THE CAPITAL’S
WASTELANDS -

IT'S SOMEWHERE
AROUND HERE, BUT I
CAN'T PINPOINT

EXACTLY WHEEE---/

THEN HURRY,
MAGE, OR &
THEY/LL TEAR US g\

KEEP QUIET,
BOTH OF YOU.
[ WE DON'T WANT TO
ATTRACT THE
HORDE....

WAIT.
I CAN FEEL
SOMETHING !
THE KAYNN HERE IS |
STABLE ENOUGH
TO TRY THE
SPELL.-




HERDA, GODDESS OF

Ca

1\‘% =

\R; Il T S —

WE MUST
HURRY'! THERE'S A
WEIRD PRESENCE
HERE!

&
[
‘
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ART BY MIDJOURNEY

WRITING AND PROMPTING BY D-A- DA ROSA

EDITING BY PAULO GALLINA )

ENGLISH REVIEW BY BEA BARRETO AND LEANDRO EUGENIO C- S-
SHOUT ouT TO DANILO VIEIRA, SHAM BANGHAL, DARKSTAR,
DEVGEAR, JW-VEGAS AND MATADORER -

IBISHIOUENETS SOy



THERE ONCE
WAS AN

EMPIRE -

A
{

THE QUESDUN

. DYNASTY
s SPREAD
KNOWLEDGE,
CIVILITY AND
PEACE
THROUGHOUT
THE NINE
PROVINCES.-
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WHEN THE LAST QUESDUN
EMPEEOR DIED, SO DID THE
EMPIRE.- HIS SUICIDE
DOOMED THE WHOLE
CONTINENT .

SINCE THEN, THE
PEOPLE HAVE BEEN
SUFFERING- THEY
NEED HOPE.- THEY

NEED UNITY.-

ARE YOU
DENSE?

AND I KNow
HOW TO MAKE
THINGS RIGHT-




I JUsST NEED
TO GET

THERE-

THE
ANSWER 1S

No!

RISKING MY
PEOPLE TAKING
You TO THAT
SHITHOLE!

MY HORSES BRING
Y PEOPLE HERE OR
jf TAKE THEM AWAY, BUT
I THEY/LL NEVER 6O NEAR

THOSE DAMNED

SOMETHING
VALUABLE---

NO NEED TO
GET ALL
POINTY ON ME,
NANASH-

HEY,
oOUTSIDER!

GET oUT
BEFORE THE
FURBALL HERE
STABS YOU WITH

HIS HAIR!




JUST DO LIKE
EVERY OTHER
ADVENTURER AND
GATHER A PARTY
TO HELP YOU...

BUT I’'M AFRAID I'M
GOING TO HAVE TO
WALK ALONE ALL

THE WAY TO THE

RUINED CAPITAL -

THE TRAVEL BOOKS

SAY THAT THIS IS THE [Tk

MOST DANGEROUS
PART OF THE
JOURNEY .

I DON’T NEED A
PARTY. I NEED
SOMEONE TO
GUIDE ME-

AND I wWoulLD
REALLY LIKE A
HORSE- MY FEET

ARE KILLING ME.

AFTER ALL T'VE
DONE TO GET HERE,
I'M STARTING TO
WONDER IF I coUuLD
HANDLE THIS ON MY

OWN-




THIS IS THE
CLOSEST TOWN TO
THE TAINTED
LANDS, AND THESE
DAYS, IT’S ALMOST

THESE
PEOCPLE
SHoulLD BE
DESPERATE-
8UT THEY ARE
DOWNRIGHT

THEY ARE TAKING
A GROUP

TOMORROW.-

AND YOU HAVE TO
PAY THEM ONLY
AFTER YOU GET
THROUGH THE
GATE..-.

IS THAT WHAT
TAINTED
KAYNN Do To

o)~

HEY, HOOD! T
COULDN'T HELP

BUT OVERHEAR
WHAT YOU WERE
SAYING BACK
THERE.--

YOU WANNA
GET PAST THE
FENCE?

I KNow

PEOPLE WHO CAN
HELP YOU WITH

JUST THAT-

WELL, WHAT
CHOICE DO T
HAVE?




I CAN TAKE YOU TO

THE CHEAPEST
VENDOR IN TOWN.-.

/ HE’LL CERTAINLY
THROW YOU A NICE

Bl DISCOUNT ONCE T
B\ CET YOU THERE...

OH, NOTHING AT
ALL! WE HELP
EACH OTHER
AROUND HERE-

THE NAME IS
ALISSANIAN -

AND WHAT DO You
EXPECT OF ME FOR THIS
STAGGERING DISPLAY OF

KINDNESS?

NICE TO MEET
YOU. IT'M | ol

ALISSANIAN
DORALAC- RIGHT? WHERE

CAN WE MEET
S\ TOMORROW?

A BASHERO,
THEN? YOU DON'T DAMN—

HORSELOVER, T MESSED UP

HAHA.-. THE ACCENT.- <
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AUSHULIA, 9TH DAY
OF MID-AUTUMN,
4O YEARS AFTER
THE END-

WE WERE A SILENT BUNCH- WE WEEE
AS AFRAID OF EACH OTHER AS OF
DIRE ANIMAL S OR HIGHWAYMEN -

LOOKING AT MY
STUFF, YE

HORSE-
LICKER!

AT FIRST, OUR
VICTORIES GOT US

OPTIMISTIC -

P HavE VA"
SEEN How T i

=~ TWO EXPEEBIENCED AND
ROUEH EGUIDES.

| 4 LARGE &ROUP OF
OTHER
ADVENTURERS.-

e OH, T ,
A FUCKIN' HATE
\_ HARPIES!

THE CLOSEB TO THE CAPITAL/ ,
THE MORE BIZARRE OUR ENEMIES
- AND OUR MEALS — BECAME-

THEN WE REACHED
THE CURSED
= |WooDs, WHERE WE
ANDIEL, | surFeeeD oLR

LOOK ouT! ’ FIRST LOSS.-




AS TENSIONS BOSE,
INTRIGUE SEEPED IN.-

)

| | \

THIS
DOLARAC
FELLOW CAN/T BE

THE FAKE
ACCENT?

Al A 14
B WHISPER BY
WHISPER.-

SO, THAT
MARDRIGO
DUDE’S BEEN
SAYING YOU ARE A
THIEF AND A

7 A

NUMBNér our
SENSES.

-

¥

LYNNARD,
8EHIND You!

| NN b |

AND MISTRUST
FESTEEED.

0
:

MARDRIGO
DUDE IS KINDA
BOSSY, BUT HE

HAS A POINT,

PETARIAN.-

I DON'T
KNOW, UQRIJJ,
I THINK
DOLARAC'S
FINE...

CORRODING OUE
TRUST-

N
WHO MADE
YOU OUR

LEADER,
MARDRIGO?

THERE'S
SOMETHING
HERE.- URIJJ, 6O
CHECK IT WHILE
WE PREPARE-

JUST DO
YOUR JOB,
DOLARAC -
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| /g PN e SACRED HEART,
Sy 7 7" &\ IT’s cOMING FOR
\ / t‘{:{ ‘ : - " - : \ ME! }

A FREAKING
LEPANTO!

I7’s
BRUNNING
AWAY!

JUST QUIT IT
THANKS, ‘ ALREADY'!

MARCHIA! YOU
SAVED MY
YEAH,
DOLARAC 1S NO
TRUE BASHERO AND
MARDRIGO IS
ANNOYING AS FUCK.-
SO WHAT? WE'RE HERE

TO GET TO THAT
DARNED CITY, SO

LET’S FUCKIN/
Do IT.

|
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| ONME. /

| even iF /M NoT
WILLING TO

SHARE My TRUE

NAME OR BOAL -

SO, TO SURVIVE, T
EVENTUALLY HAD TO LEAEN
TO RELY ON THE OTHERS-

HEY' {
ARCHEOMANCER- I
FOUND THIS AGES AGO-
CARE TO TAKE A
Lookz

THE KAYNN
HERE HAVE
BEEN MESSING
WITH MY SCRYING
SPELLS, BUT

SURE-

wow!

THIS RING ONCE
BELONGED TO AN
IMPERIAL
BATTLEMAGE! IT'S
\_ NOT ENCHANTED,

BUT.-..

IT/S JUST TRASH
THEN? TSK. HOW
DISAPPOINTING -

THIS IS NOT
THE SAME
TO SAY
THAT I
Now LIKE
THEM.-

THEY HAVE
No

RESPECT e

FOR THE
EMPIRE NOE
FOR ITS
HISTORY -

i

IT’S JUST THAT I NOTICED

"N THAT T HAVE A BETTER CHANCE

TO SAVE THE WORLD WITH
OTHERS BY MY SIDE-




IN THE CURSED
WoobDs, WE FACED |
MUTANT BEASTS AND
TREES.--

HEY, DOLARAC.-. T
‘BORROWED' THIS FROM
THE GUIDES.-
COULD YOU USE YOUR
SPELLS TO SCRY IT?

WITH THE TAINTED
KAYNN RUSHING
THROUGH ME, IT'VE
NEVER FELT SO
POWERFUL
BEFORE-

.BUTNO ||
PEOPLE. [-§

-

HEY, \ |
MARDRIGO. WHAT Y./ TT/s NOT

DO YOU THINK? /7 THAT T DISAGREE

WITH You, BUT
\ WITHOUT THEM, HOW
CAN WE GET
THERE?

I CAN TRY, URIJJ-
I'M G6LAD I'M NOT THE
ONLY ONE WHO THINKS

\ SOMETHING'S WRONG
WITH THEM.

AND YET, MY

SCRYING AND
CHANNELING
SPELLS STILL

DIDN’T WORK -




LIFE-OR-DEATH
SITUATIONS
REALLY BRING
PEOPLE
TOGETHER-

THIS- IT WILL
HELP YOU |

HEAL- THANKS,

PETARIAN.-.

BUT OUR :
RELATIONSHIP WITH
THE GUIDES ONLY |

WORSENED-

EVENTUALLY
UNDERSTOOD WHY
ALL THOSE
EQUIPMENT WERE

SO CHEAP-

N i

CAMARADERIE | nd N\ ({

BRINES LEVITY. "..’:-Q N

; DAMN, WE
ALMOST GOT TO
SEE WHAT'S BEHIND
THE MASK THIS
TIME!

THEY KEPT TAKING
THE EQUIPMENT
OF OUR DEAD TO

THEMSELVES-

IT TOOok US THREE
MORE DEATHS TO
FIGURE THIS oUT. WE
WERE THERE TO DIE-




WE LOST
ONE MORE
ADVENTURER
WHEN WE :
DECIDED THAT |=
THAT WAS
ENOUGH.-

BARUGA,
TO Your

gy~

SHE WA A
BOOD NANASH.

Y/ e

WE ARE DONE
WITH You Two!
YOU HAVE BEEN
LEADING US TO

OUR DEATHS!

WE
AREN'T
GIVING YOU
ANYTHING,

SUCKERS!

WE’/LL BE
BACK TO
COLLECT OUR
LOOT SOON!
HAHAHA!

LATER THAT DAY, |

WE DECIDED TO

TAKE ACTION- | W wnat 1s THE

MEANING OF
THIS?

YOU TOOK
ENOUGH FROM US!
GIVE US THE MAP
AND LEAVE!

DAY, WE TURNED ON
OUR GUIDES AND CAST
THEM oUT-

THEM FOR A
WHILE, BUT

WITHoUT
SUCCESS-




WE WERE VERY

CAREFUL AT FIRST, AUSHULIA, 12TH DAY
WITH THE BEST OF US OF MID-AUTUMN -
LEADING THE GROUP-

ANYONE
HEARD

BUT EVENTUALLY,
WE GcoT

AMBUSHED-

\» L S L g
i ‘ O | # FOREOTTEN WOODEN DEITY AND |,
"1:‘:\\ e S| /7S HARBINGERS, SUMMONED WITH |’

AN ANCIENT TALISMAN -



MY WEAPONS HAVE
NO EFFECT!

MARDRIEO,
PROTECT
PETARIAN/!

DOLARAC,
HELP.-. EVERYONE!

- ‘ PROTECT
DO czl
HARA DOLARAC! HE'S
TRYING TO CAST
SOMETHING !

HURRY! WE
CAN’T HOLD
THEM MUCH
LONGER!

REDR’S
CURSES! MY
GLOVE 1S
ALMOST

SPENT!

Helaka,
goddess of




THIS WAS ONCE CALLED

"THE OBLIVION"
SPELL-

N MY VERSION
BECAME NOTHING 8uT @ "osLVION" TRACKS |
TRUNKS AND VINES. BN DOWN CONJURERS |
A AS WELL, IF THEY ARE
: NEAR ENOUGH.-

FUCK!
THAT'S OUR % | 4 .
) GUIDE! ' _ BOBaNIT
» ; MATTER- THIS
WAS THE ONE WITH]
THE MAP-

Fuckwaéss IDES MAY HE REST
MAN... WHERE'S THE ' WITH HIS

OTHER? : : GOD.




THE MAP WAS ENCRYPTED,
SO IT TOOK A WHILE UNTIL
URIJJ) DECODED ITS SIGILS-

MAN,

BUT AS TIME PASSED
AND WE VENTUERED

FURTHER, oUR BONDS

YOU SAVED US
ALL BACK
THERE-

I HAD NO
IDEA YOU WERE
THIS
POWERFUL !

STRENGTHENED.-

IT/S MORE LIKE
I HAD THE RIGHT
TOOL FOR THE
OCCASION, BUT
THANKS -

SECERETS WEERE
SHARED AMONEG
THOSE WHO WERE
CLOSER-

IF I MAY
ASK, WHAT'S
WITH THE
MASK?

OH.-.

IT/S AN
ARTIFACT
DESIGNED TO
FILTER OUT THE
KAYNN.- THE BOOKS
SAID THAT THEY
WERE TOXIC
HERE-

BUT HALF OF THOSE WHO
HAD SURVIVED UNTIL THEN
DECIDED TO &IVE UP THE
JOUENEY.

SO, WHY D
YOU WANT TO

GO TO THE
CAPITAL?

WANNA FIND
ARTIFACTS
@\ PARTS TO SELL.
I'M youz
HERE FOR
INTEL. THE
MANUUM FAMILY
HIRED ME TO GET
DIRT ON THE

BASHER'S
MANE, YOU ARE
SUCH A BIG
SHOT!




8Y THE FIFTH DAY, ONLY
FIVE OF US HAD
REACHED THE
SOUTHERN GATE-

IN THE TIMES OF
OLD, THEY WwoulD | "N STOP
8E IMPERIAL ' RIGHT THERE,
GUARDS - TRESPASSING
.- ‘ Scum!

POSING AS IMPERIAL
GUARDS WERE NO
MATCH FOR US-




WE WEREN'T THE SAME AS WHEN
THIS JOURNEY HAD STARTED.
d | we WEREN'T STRANGERS
ANYMORE.

AND BY THEN
WE KNEW
HOW TO FIGHT
ALONGSIDE
EACH
OTHER-

THOSE THUGS USED MAGIC
DEVICES AND FolUL TACTICS-

SWORDSMAN, A
THIEF, A MARTIAL
ARTIST, AND A
HEALEE.

 PETARIAN USED

HER ISHTURIAN WHILE MARCHIA
MAGIC TO STUN [ FORCED THE OTHER |8
ONE OF THEM. TO BLOCK HER
FIREFIST cLOVE.




AND MARDRIGO |4 gl

DELIVERED A
MERCIFUL COUP

DE GRACE TO
THE LAST ONE-

| T ENCHANTED URIJJ TO
FLANK AND VANGRUISH
THE STUNNED BANDIT-

£ & 3:

]
é‘, e i “CJ\

OUR VICTORY TOOK A
< TOLL ON ME.

HERDA!!!
I GENGE... MY
PREY !

S — o IRz



| B . N T

I NOW, IT’S JUST A

MATTER OF TIME-
= R~ S |

I'M GOING TO SAVE
EVERYONE FEOM

CHAOS AND

DISSENT.

! . ‘v |
T JUST NEED SOME %
BEST FIRST.-

10 BE CONTINUED. ..
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SEVENTHCIRCLE
TECHNIQUE:
THE OBLIVION.

ENTITIES MADE OF KAYNN SUCH AS GODS, SPIRITS AND, GHOSTS ARE
HIGHLY BESILIENT TO COMMON WEAPONS AND BEGULAR SPELLS-

CONSTRUCTS OF BELIEF AND FAITH, THESE BEINGS ARE CONNECTED
TO MEMORIES AND DEVOTION IMPRINTED ON THE KAYNN 8Y
SENTIENT PEOPLE-

THEY ARE FORMIDABLE ADVERSARIES AND, WITH ENOUGH
FOLLOWERS, THEY CAN EVEN TRANSCEND THE RULES OF MAEGIC,
ACHIEVING TRUE DIVINITY-

THE OBLIVION SPELL CAN PENETEATE THE KAYNN THAT CONSTITUTE

THESE BEINGS AND FORCEFULLY REPLACE THEM WITH THE KAYNN ON

THEIR SURROUNDINGS- IF THEY NO LONGER HAVE ANY TRUE
BELIEVERS LEFT OR ARE LONG FORGOTTEN, THEY ARE BOUND TO

. BE STRUCK oUT OF EXISTENCE-
ol

%L - 4
o >

——
_ '4 T TR




EXCERPTS FROM KARU MARUKZ, AT AANPIA ANP
ITS PEOPLE. PUBLISHEP AT FRANKHURT, NANASHUR,
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AFTER THE FALL.

THE HUMAN RACE.

"HUMANS ARE PRIMATES LIKE US, BUT
VARY VASTLY IN COLORS ANP
SHAPES. THEY MAY NOT POSSESS
THE SAME LEVEL OF INHERENT
MAGICAL ABILITIES AS THE VOI ANP
THEIR HAIR IS PEAP, BUT THEY
MANAGEP TO ESTABLISH A
CIVILIZATION THAT SUBPUEP THE
ENTIRE CONTINENT.

THEY GOVERN THE PROVINCES OF

BASHERANIA, ASHAIIAR, STERPN-INLII,

ANP THE SEART OF THEIR FORMER
EMPIRE, AUSHULIAMN.

" "THESE AZURE BASTARPS ACT AS IF

. THEY ARE SUPERIOR TO EVERYONE
| SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY POSSESS
INNATE ANP EXCEPTIONAL MAGICAL
TALENTS. THEY HAVE PEVELOPEPD
| THEIR OWN HIGHLY POTENT ANP
| PERILOUS FORM OF MAGIC CALLEP
ISHTURIA.

. THEY HOLP POMINION OVER FOHRVOI
' ANP GRAPVOI. THEIR SOCIETY 16
 DIVIPEP BETWEEN THE ‘BLEGGED,

' MEMBERS OF THEIR THIRTEEN
- 1 CRSTES, AN THE ‘WISGRACED’ OR
\ 'UNBLESCED!, THOSE WHO ARE
CR&TELESGS — AND, YES, THIS
. INCLUPES UG

THE NANASHIN.

"THESE ARE MY PEOPLE, KNOWN AS
THE ‘LIVING-REPHAIRS’ OR, AS WE
REFER TO OURSELVES, THE
‘WREAMING PEOPLE’. WE ARE AS
INTELLECTIVE AS WE ARE STRONG

- ANP TAKE PRIPE OF HOW WE CAN
CONTROL OUR HAIR ANP FUR WITH
JUST A THOUGHT. IT'S NOT FANCY RS
MAGIC, BUT WE COULP EXCEL AT IT
TOO, IF WE PESIREP.

OUR ORIGINS LIE MOSTLY IN THE &
NANASHUR MOUNTAINS, ANPZ WE ARE B
' RULEP BY THE EGALITARIAN ANP
d MATERIALISTIC GOVERNMENT KNOWN
RS THE CHAMBER OF THE PEOPLE." -5




_  REFUGE

HISTORI?IH 5

HELLO, EVERYONE!

LET ME START THIS BY TACKLING THE MOST O8VIoUS AND CONTROVERSIAL
MATTER THAT A COMIC BOOK SUCH AS THIS ENTAILS: THE USE OF AT ART.- THE
FIRST CLARIFICATION I’D LIKE TO MAKE IS THAT, EVEN THOUGH I LOVE DRAWING,
I’'M NOT A VISUAL ARTIST- I CONSIDER MYSELF A STORYTELLER-

BY USING MIDJOURNEY, I CoULD BECOME SOMETHING LIKE A VISUAL WRITER,
BUT THAT’S IT- I'M NOT A PAINTER, A PENCILLER, AN INKER- THAT’S NOT TO SAY
THAT THE TREATMENT OF ARTISTS BY MIDJOURNEY IS COMPLETELY FAIR. HOWEVEE,
AT LEAST BY AMERICAN LAW, THE SILVER LINING FOR THE ARTISTS IS THAT Al-
CREATED IMAGES AREN'T "OWNED" 8Y ANYBODY. THIS IS A RECOGNITION OF THE
COLLECTIVE NATURE OF THIS TECHNOLOGY AND CRAFT-

THAT BEING SAID, THE PROCESS IT TAKES TO CREATE A COMIC BOOK SUCH AS THIS
IS IMMENSE - EVEN IF IT’S NOT EVEN REMOTELY COMPARABLE TO WHAT IT
WouLD ENTAIL TO DO THE SAME BY TRADITIONAL MEANS.- BUT THAT’S THE POINT:
THIS WoULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME TO DO, EVEN WITH ALL THE HELP I &OT,
ESPECIALLY FEOM PAULO.-

AI-CREATED IMAGES GAVE ME A WAY TO EXPRESS MYSELF AND TELL A STORY AND,
FOR THAT, IT'M THOROUGHLY GRATEFUL - BUT IT HURTS TO SEE THAT THE
ADVANCES IN TECHNOLOGY FRIGHTENS PEOPLE INSTEAD OF SETTING THEM FEEE-
HOW MANY OTHER ARTISTS WoULD WE HAVE IF PEOPLE DIDN’T HAVE TO SELL THEIR
TIME TO EAT, DRINK AND HAVE SHELTER — YoU KNow, oUr BASIC HUMAN NEEDS?

I HOPE YOU ENJOY THE STORY I’'M TELLING FOR WHAT IT IS, BUT I CAN
UNDERSTAND PEOPLE WHO WON'T GIVE IT A CHANCE, EVEN IF THEY DON’T CARE
ABOUT THE Al STUFF. IT’S MY FIRST COMIC BOOK, IT'M WRITING IT IN A FOREIGN
LANGUAGE AND I'M USING A TECHNOLOGY WHICH IS NOT QUITE THERE YET IN
GENERATING CONSISTENT PANELS, SO I KNOW THERE’S A LOT TO IMPROVE- BUT
MY MAIN GOAL HERE IS TO BECOME A BETTER STORYTELLER- LET’S SEE HOW
THAT GOES, SHALL WE?Z

MAy, zoz3.
D.A- DA ROSA-






