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Dear Readers,

This is not just any AI generated comic book - Unterra Vol. 1 
is a collaborative work produced as the result of our recent 
Strider Storygrounds experiment. This project was made 
possible by the contributions of 18 talented participants who 
worked together to bring a unique storyworld to life.

Throughout the experiment, participants engaged in quests and 
challenges, submitting pieces of writing and AI-generated art 
that were woven together to create a dynamic and engaging 
narrative. The storyworld was brought to life by the 
collective creativity and imagination of all participants, 
resulting in a truly collaborative project that showcases the 
power of storytelling and the possibilities of technology.

The comic book you have before you is a testament to the hard 
work and dedication of everyone involved in the project. From 
the initial concept to the final product, each participant 
played a critical role in bringing this story to life. We are 
proud of what we have accomplished together and excited to 
share this unique and imaginative world with you.

Thank you for joining us on this journey and for supporting 
our mission to explore the possibilities of next-generation 
storytelling. We hope you enjoy reading the comic book as 
much as we enjoyed creating it.

Please feel free to join our community on Discord and take 
part in the next Strider Storygrounds:
https://discord.gg/A4arGGgPDy

          
        
See you there!
- The Strider Team

https://discord.gg/A4arGGgPDy
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Unterra is a subterranean realm…

…that’s home to hardy, hard 
working people.

These unterrans, are a 
self-sufficient lot, 
harvesting their own 
water, light and food.



NO UNTERRANS HAVE A MEMORY OF THE WORLD THEY 
CALL “THE UP THERE”, THOUGH MANY HAVE 
WONDERED: “WHAT HAPPENS ON THE SURFACE? WHO 
MIGHT LIVE UP THERE? WHAT COULD THEY BE LIKE?”

NOBODY ASKS THESE KINDS OF 
QUESTIONS ALOUD BECAUSE 
VALERO, PATRIARCH OF UNTERRA’S 
RULING FAMILY, LEVIES SERIOUS 
PUNISHMENTS FOR ANY INQUIRY 
AS TO WHAT LIES ABOVE.



AS WE MEET THE UNTERRANS, 
THEY’RE DEALING WITH AN 
UNPRECEDENTED CALAMITY - a HE 
WATER SUPPLY WHICH COMES FROM 
“UP THERE” HAS BECOME SPOILED 
AND IS INFECTING THE MINDS OF 
THE PEOPLE…

…DRIVING SOME TO MADNESS.



VALERO AND HIS BUREAUCRATES DENY THIS TROUBLE, AS THEY HAVE 
ACCESS TO AN ENORMOUS Space TOCKPILE OF CLEAN WATER RESERVES.

UNBEKNOWNST TO HIM, A HERO IS EMERGING 
IN THIS WORLD IN ITS TIME OF NEED.



Young Reefa is about to 
celebrate her 14th birthday.

She and her older brother Rufus live 
with their parents, who are hardworking 
worm farmers.

Like most Unterrans, they live a humble 
life in the Agrarian District.



Tomorrow, on reefa’s birthday, she will participate in an 
Unterran coming-of-age ritual.

There, she’ll converse with The Boyg, an omniscient 
entity that dwells deep in the bottomless darkness. 

It is the voice and vision of the Boyg that sets the 
life path for every Unterran.

She will take the 
sacred canal and visit 
The Great Abyss.



Though it’s late at night, her 
bed is empty. She can’t sleep.

She’s keeping busy in the family’s 
living quarters, trying to quiet her 
mind and not wake anybody else up in 
the small home.

Reefa’s restless and pacing 
around the house.



Unfortunately, the 
family pet Flungo 
the mole-monkey, 
gets underfoot.

This sends Reefa careening.

And some dishes crashing.

Unsurprisingly, this wakes up her 
brother Rufus. He immediately 
knows what’s on her mind.

He takes a small flask of water from 
the family’s dwindling reserves and 
shares a few sips with her.



“Aren’t you worried that it’s 
after curfew? You know 
Valero’s guard will be out.”

“Nah, I can get us there 
and back easy-peasy. The 
Boyg didn’t pick me to be a 
Mole Rider for nothin’”

Hey Reef?

Yes?

Why don’t we 
skip outta here and 

go you-know-where? 
You know, your happy 

place.

Reefa grins 
and shoots 
her ridiculous 
brother some 
side eye.

They both smile and quietly head out the 
back way, off to Reefa’s special place.



The special place is what Reefa and her 
brother refer to as “The Lights” (as to be 
conspicuous if any stray ears may be 
present). An underground forest with 
bioluminescent plants and a small brook 
of water running through it.

The siblings stayed up all 
night, chatting in The Lights, 
with Rufus helping to calm 
Reefa’s nerves by talking about 
his experience visiting the Boyg 
in the Great Chasm.



The next morning, Rufus joined his sister 
and took a boat through the sacred canal.

They arrived at the 
Great Chasm, where 
she showed her papers 
to the guards.

Then she entered the 
Chamber of the boyg.



Reefa was super 
nervous, but she 
stepped forward 
and heard the 
Boyg from deep 
within the 
bottomless pit. 
In a deep guttural 
bellow, the boys 
spoke, “Come 
forth, Reefa, and 
inhale my mist.”

She inhales and enters 
a fugue state. Then she 
has a vision of her 
future…but it’s not in 
unterran society.

Instead she sees a place unlike anything in her wildest imagination. And it 
includes an endless sky! Could this be…the Up There?

Reefa snaps out of the 
fugue state. Rufus is 
very concerned, she 
looks confused, moved 
and excited, but also 
wide-eyed and weak in a 
way he didn’t expect.

What did you 
see?!

Come Forth 
Reefa, and inhale my 

mist.

She doesn’t even know 
where to begin!



Reefa tells Rufus 
what she saw…

From the edge of a forest clearing, 
Reefa looks out on a harsh landscape 
that separates her from a sprawling 
city cloaked in a pink mist. 

Frozen with astonishment, Reefa reaches up tot the light bathing her hand, 
something she could have never prepared for.

She can see no end to the city 
but the air feels dry, the sun 
casts a warm hue to all it 
touches, and the sounds of 
creatures like nothing she’s 
ever heard build in intensity in 
the woods behind her.

The UP THERE! 
A sprawling city 

cloaked in a pink mist.



Rufus knows this is bad. 
He yells to his sister 
before he’s overwhelmed 
by guards.

Reefa runs toward the 
uncharted deep and does 
not stop for miles.

But they realise a guard has 
been listening to them! He 
lunges for Reefa, saying 
“You’re coming with me!”.

Rufus intercedes to protect his sister. 
In the brief melee a guard accidentally 
gets knocked into the Great Chasm.

Run, Reefa, Run! 
Find a way to the Up 

there!



Until finally she sees 
light and head 
towards it. As she 
gets closer she hears 
a strange chittering.

She sneaks past a giant worm.

And travel through 
ancient aqueduct tunnels.



She notices its citizens…they 
look civil and cultured, but 
they are insectoids--bug-like 
humanoids. The LUCOSSI!

On the other end of the 
tunnel, she finds an 
underground city carved into 
the rock. This is far from 
Unterra, but it’s not the Up 
there, either.



And Drop her!

As ReefA’s taking it 
all in, a Lucossi 
approaches her and 
makes a clicking 
sound, as if to call 
its comrades.

Reefa’s Terrified! They fly 
her across the city and into 
a large, cavernous room. 

When it does, other winged 
Lucossi swoop down from 
above, grab Reefa and fly 
off with her!



Just as Reefa calms down, she 
looks up and sees that across 
from her is a large female 
Lucossi who sits on a throne.

She falls 
hundreds of feet 
and lands on a 
gooey, living pile 
of slime. 

But it transforms into an 
oddly comfortable sort of 
insect pillow.

Amazingly, she can hear this 
being’s thoughts! She’s 
communicating telepathically.

I am Queen 
Beatrice of the Lucossi! 
Why have you come here, 

Unterran?

Why do you 
break the peace that 
has existed for over 

500 years?

Reefa starts to speak, but 
realizes she can just think.

Um, what 
peace?



Looking at the monument, Beatrice explains that 500 years ago, a people called the 
Terrans fled from “the Up There” to the underground where the Lucossi had lived for 

thousands of years.

The terrans wanted their resources and a years-long war broke out, disrupting nearby 
civilisations, including The moth Queen and her colony, 

who joined the fight against the terrans.

During a battle, the Moth Queen was taken prisoner and the Terrans discovered her 
larvae were a sustainable food source.

The Moth Queen and her people were never seen again, but the 
Terrans suddenly had livestock to farm.

No longer interested in the war, a treaty was established, with all parties accepting 
the loss of the moth people as collateral damage.

Terrans were banned from Lucossi land and a memorial was built to 
honor what the Moth Queen unwillingly gave.

It’s a 
celebration of 

our treaty. Let me 
refresh your 

memory.

Oh child, don’t you 
see the monument 

before us?



She quickly fills Beatrice in on 
everything that’s happened to her.

As one might imagine, Reefa was greatly humbled 
by and distressed this history lesson.

Her brother.

The tainted water.

The city under pink mist.

And Valero, Unterra’s 
strongman ruler.



Beatrice explains that she knows of 
Valero and his family’s dark history.

I need to get to 
“The up There”!

Is there a 
way?!



“Oh, there’s a way,” Beatrice tells her. “and it was 
created by your ancestors. Far, far below in the 
Uncharted Deep there are lava geysers.

“And onyx pods you can use to 
ride up to the surface on 
those fiery bursts.”

“It is dangerous, but the way there is 
even more treacherous. Thallo, my 
protector will accompany you.”

I’m ready.



Reefa and Thallo heard about the dangers of the Uncharted Deep from 
Queen Beatrice and embark on their journey with some trepidation.

They carefully cross a cavern of ice where 
horrifying, bioluminescent beasts swim underfoot.

They pass the abandoned home 
of the eradicated moth people 
and reefa’s heart feels heavy 
with guilt.



Thallo carries Reefa 
as she sleeps. She 
dreams of the pink 
city and statue of a 
human with a sword 
and shield. The 
weapons call to her.

She wakes and sees an expression of fear 
on Thallo’s insect-face.

Thallo is staring at 
one of the great 
terrors of the 
Uncharted Deep, the 
Quesadactyl, a giant 
prehistoric flying 
creature with a taste 
for human blood. 

Years of underground 
captivity have destroyed 
his vision, but his sense 
of smell and 
incredible hunger are 
very much intact.



The Quesadactyl sniffed in the air and 
puttered away toward the meal.

Thallo told reefa to 
get on his back, then 
extended his insect 
wings and flew her 
quickly away. They 
flew directly in a pitch 
black cave filled with 
red eyes.

Reefa and Thallo were cornered, and at the mercy of the vicious Quesadactyl. 
But Thallo was prepared! He reached into his sack.

Reefa thought he was 
going for a weapon, but 
instead he pulled out an 
incredibly stinky worm 
and mole meat stew and 
tossed it away from 
them and toward 
the Quesadactyl.

Suddenly they heard a noise. It 
sounded like a human screaming. 
The voice was familiar to reefA.

They followed the Noise and 
saw a light. It led them to a 
small chamber.

Reefa Peeked around the corner.



She saw Lurk Pagano, Valero’s 
Minister of Security.

His henchman, Marvin. A zombie-
like man with his mouth sewn shut.

And their captive, 
Rufus! Pagano and 
Marvin were forcing 
him into a strange 
torture device.

In an underground world where resources are scarce, 
everything must be harvested. This machine isn’t designed for 
human application but is being used to pull water, plasma and 
other nutrients from rufus’ body. 

Valero and his ruling elites thrive on the consumption of these 
precious resources.

They were placing him in an Anthrocronstigol: a machine used 
to strip organic matter down to base components.

To be continued…




