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§ 4 FEw MINUTES AFTER miDNIGHT.. [ g | S @ R U A
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AT AN 'UNPISCLOSEDP' MILITARY BASE. A PLACE WHERE THEY 'LISTEN' TO THE CosMOs.
i -

AND TONIGHT, SOMETHING
JUST AIN'T RIGHT.
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'CAPTAIN, I THINK YOU NEED TO SEE THIS Now.'




CALM DOWN, : i
AND TELL ME WHAT . . "

WELL, IT LOOKS
LIKE A COMET, BUT THE
REAPING IS BEYOND
SCALE. THERE & No .
wWAY TO QUANTIFY THE Z
ENERGEY. -

IT'S BEYOND
NUCLEAR...

BEYOND
GAMMA.

WHAT THE HELL
ARE WE GOING
TO PO?

5IRZ N\ F72 YES, T AM,
GENERAL ~ - PRIVATE DIXX.
BANNERZ

GREAT NAME,
BY THE WAY. BUT
UNFORTUNATELY, |
S ALREADPY KNOW WHY
' YOU'RE HERE.

I'M SURE
YoU MAY BE FEELING A
FARTICULARLY INTENSE
SENSE OF PREADP AT THIS
VERY MOMENT.

THAT'S ool
FEAR CAN BE A
MOTIVATOR.

BECAUSE AS OF
RIGHT NOW, WE ARE AT g
WAR. AND WHILE I'VE ) /
ALWAYS BEEN QUITE { 't THE ENEMY I&
GOOD AT WAR, THIS &

DIFFERENT. //ﬁ;&jﬁﬂj\\\ A\ NN /i OTHERWORLDLY

AN g
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BUT T HAVE BEEN
wAalTING ANDP
WATCHING.

>,

KNOWING THE RING | -
OF FIRE WOULD | - e
& RETURN. Baesdielie b i/l

ANDP FREFARING
FOR THIS VERY LAY




IVE KNOWN IT WAS COMING BACK FOR A LONG TIME NOW. o 1) , 3 %
Bl A POWER BEYOND OLR LUNDERSTANDING.

AN INTELLIGENCE FAR BEYONDP ANY OF
THE COTHERS WE'VE ENCOUNTEREL

TRAVELLING ACROSS
UNFATHOMABLE PISTANCES. |

5 :
FASSING WORLDPS LONG
PEVOIP OF LIFE.

ANDP OTHERS, AGES
BEYONDP OUR OWN.

A WORLP IT HAS CHOSEN FOR A
FURFPOSE, EITHER GoOP OR BAL



IT ALL BEGAN IN VIETNAM,
WHERE MY ONLY PURFOSE
WwAas TO WAGE WAR.

A WAR OF MONETROLUS HORRORS, g 3 IN HINPSIGHT, IT WAS A &IMPLE WAR.
FOUGHT IN A LANDP OF LUNIMAGINABLE ' b ‘ POINTLESS, BUT SIMPLE. WE WERE
NATURAL BEAUTY, ! [ OCCUFPIERS OF A FOREIGN LANE

i

! ; ' ‘ ALIEN INVAPERS, IF YOU WILL.

WE CcAME AT DAWN.
WITHOUT WARNING.

i ki
nl'u‘.'f.“

WHAT THE HELL
ARE WE POING HERE,
BANNER?Z

7 THAT DOESN'T
MAKE ANY OF THIS

RIGHT.

IS THIS REALLY THE
MOMENT YOU HAVE
CHOSEN FOR MORAL

REFLECTIONZ

MIGHT MAKES
RIGHT. AND WE ARE
> THE MIGHTY.
FOR CHRISSAKES,
LT. SKYLER, WE ARE

AT WAR/

—

BUT | WwAS WRONG.
WE WERE ABOUT TO FINP OUT How
INSIGNIFICANT WE REALLY WERE.




'MAN
OVERBOARDP!'

SKYLER!
WHAT THE HELL ARE
You DOINGZ

OH MOTHER,
TELL YOUR CHILPREN.
NOT TO PO WHAT T

HAVE DONE OH, I'Mt JUST

TAKING A LITTLE swiM.
ITe QUITE BEAUTIFUL.
YOU SHOULD JOIN
ME.

IT GETS SOME OF
THE BLOOD OFF. MAYBE WE
CAN BOTH WASH OUR soULs
CLEAN.
JUsT A4 LITTLE BIT . . .

BUT T
DPoUuBT IT.

I PON'T NEEDP
TO BE
FORGIVEN.

OR CLEANSEDR
WE CHOSE THIZ
LIFE.

NO. I CHOSE AN
HONORABLE LIFE, IN i
THE SERVICE OF A4 "~ ONE DAY YOU WILL OFEN
COUNTRY I LOVE. ~ YOUR EYES AND SEE HOW

FAR WE HAVE DPRIFTEDP
FROM THAT IPEA. BUT IT
WILL BE TOO LATE THEN

TO SAVE OUR SOULS.

MAYBE SKLYER WAS RIGHT.
BUT WE HAP MORE FRESSING
MATTERS TO PEAL WITH.




THE ANOMALIES BEGAN
APPEARING IN THE DPAYS ANDP
NIEGHTS THAT FOLLOWEDR.

AND SLUDPPENLY THE WAR WE
) 3 Z ! A% WERE FIGHTING HERE wWAS
< b % : IRRELEVANT.

THERE WAS A : .
NEW ENEMY. ' 4 Y -, - ARE YoU STILL

FEELING MIGHTY

. Ju i » . Now?Z
. w7 V orounD | A Y
5 ‘ o CONTROL TO s~
: MATOR Pt _
. _ : BANNER! S S

e RN BcCAlSE
: & I AM FEELING
VERY SCARED.

BEYOND OUR
UNPERSTANPING.

SKYLER WAS RIGHT TO BE
AFRAID, BUT THE MEN HADP
TO FOCUS ON SURVIVING.

ANDP I PIP NOT HAVE THE
LUXURY OF FEAR.

-

OR WHATZ | 1
NO way To

T THIS GOoD-

: AND THERE'S
GET THE MEN : > . No PLACE TO
\ READY TO MOVE Ny e . . RLN, EITHER.




WE MOVED OUT AND CAME INTO A
SMALL VILLAGE THE MORNING AFTER

WE FOLINDP ONE
=
THE ANCAHALY ARRIVEPR.

ONE SURVIVOR.

GONE... ALL GONE...
BROTHER, PALUGHTER, RIKA, BAO
HANH . . . ALL FALLEN INTO THE
STARS. EVEN MY WIFE, OH MY
\ GENTLE, sWEET ROSE!
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TAKE ME NOW,
LORD.
PLEASE!

TELL ME WHAT
HAFFENED
HERE.

YOU WANT KNOW
WHAT HAFPPENEP?Z
FOR ONCE, IT
WASN'T YOU.




I TOOK MY GRANPSON HANH
OUT TO WATCH THE NIGHT £KY.

NO HELICOPTERS, NO BULLETS.
ONLY THE GREAT SYMFPHONY OF
CICAPAS SINGING.

> NOT MAKE A
H, M E

B

WE WERE BLESSED WITH A
BEAUTIFUL AND PEACEFUL NIGHT
- A SIMPLE BUT RARE THING.




' I wisH I HADP BEEN TAKEN, ANDP
ALL THE OTHERS SPAREL

ESPECIALLY HANH - HE BROUGHT
LIGHT TO THIS WORLPE

I TRIEP TO SAVE HIM, BUT T
COULP NOT FIGHT THE HEAVENS.

ANT NOW, HE IS GONE.
EVERYONE I EVER KNEW OR LOVED &

GONE.

I WEEP FOR THEIR GHOSTS
Now. BUT AL£O FOR YOU.

FOR ONCE, YOU ARE NOT THE
ONES WHO BRING PEATH. Now
YoUu wWILL SUFFER AND BE
HUNTED. A& WE HAVE.

NOW LEAVE ME TO MOLURN. T
AM CURSED TO REMAIN -
AND REMEMBER...




Now YOoU WILL SEE THAT
ALL OF YOUR POWER..

MEANS ABSOLUTELY
NOTHING AT ALL.

YOUR BLIND PATRIOTIEM
AND FRIPE WILL BLEED.

~

| anp THE weaPONS OF
WAR YOU WORSHIF..

- =
ah TSR T
WILL NOT PELIVER YOU =
FRoM JUPGEMENT.

o
YOU MAY FACE THE &
LUNKNOWN BRAVELY. 4

YOU MAY FIGHT AND
RAGE AGAINST THE
DYING OF THE LIGHT. a3

BUT &TILL, YOuU wiLL )
FALL INTO THE BURNING
RING OF FIRE.




DO YOU HAVE ANY - e
READINGS FOR ME, , 7 YOU WANT
[ READINGS?

|‘ WE'VE ALREADY

SOLDIER?
\) LOST MOST OF
OUR PAMN

BATTALION.

SPARE ME. I HAVE
TO KNow MY
ENEMY., NO MATTER
WHAT IT TAKES.

THE RING OF
FIRE I& HERE
FOR Ug ALL.
JUET LIKE THE
OLD MAN SAID_L

I THOUGHT Yol MIGHT
JUsT BE A HARDP-HEAPED

BASTARD, BUT IT'e WORSE.
YOU'RE A

REPORT, RAMIREZ.
REFORT!

TELL ME WHAT YOU SEE,
FRAMIREZ.

NO, RAMIREZ.
GET THE HELL

OUTTA THERE!

I sEE
NOTHING ANDP
N EVERYTHING.




OF PESFAIR ANDP THEN AN

A HoLLow ECHO

AWFLL SILENCE.

AND RAMIREZ VANISHEZ
INTO THE voIR

YOU sHOULP'VE HONOREDP g
THEM WHEN THEY WERE ALIVE \
BY PULLING THEM BACK. THEY

CANME HERE BECAUSE THEY
HAD TOo. NOT BECAUSE THEY

LOVE IT. LIKE YOUu.

HAVEN'T You
DESTROYED
ENOUGH LIVES
 ALREADY?

How BPig you
KNowz

AND Now WE

| MUST HONOR THEIR

SACRIFICE.

BY FINDING A
WAY TO DESTROY
OUR NEW ENEMY.

AT ANY

COST.

" WHAT ARE You
GONNA DO7?
DROP 4 NUKE ON

EL BANNER,
PACKAGE HAS
ARRIVED,

-—




AND SO BANNER BEGAN
TO PLAN ONE LAST ACT -I -

OF WAR.
A PESFERATE ACT OF
FUTILE LUNACY.

BECAUSE YOU CAN JUST
ZARRY THEM AROUND LIKE

LUGGAGE, LEAVE THEM IN THE \
MIDDLE OF A HIGH VALLE !
TARGET AND CASUALLY WALK /‘\ =
0 AWAY, 2

NIXON WAS SENDING

LITTLE BAD BOYS . THEM TO HANOI BEFORE
THE TOURISTS, - THE ANAMOLY
SHOWED WP

SO NOW WE JUST
NEED TO TAKE ONE
INSIPE THE FREAKIN'
VORTEX OF PEATH.

AND WHO THE °
FUCK & GOING TO
VOLUNTEER FOR
THAT SWEET
LITTLE sUICIPE
MISSIONZ

I ALREAPY KNEW THE
ANSWER. I COULP NOoT
LET BANNER SENP AN
INNOCENT MAN TO PIE.
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IT HADP
e BE ME

T©O BE
CONTINUER..

.
|
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SAY A
PRAYER
FOR,
THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER

A ‘ |
This experimental comic!
' book was written by
Adam J. Rodriguez and
the artwork was generated ..
using Artificial Intelli-Z>
gence. No real artists were
harmed during the
making of this story.
The Stargazer comic
series began and ended as
-a single issue drawn by an
actual human illustrator
several years ago and will
be reissued soon along-
side an ongoing series.

‘I




